January 28, 2005

Dear Colleagues in ministry,

As Christians we know ourselves each to be called to continuing growth into the full stature of our Lord. As professionals in the Church we are aware of our need, similar to that of persons in other professions, for ongoing professional education to maintain our knowledge and skills and to develop new competencies related to our ministry.

The 2003 General Convention passed a resolution (A074) requiring each diocese to set standards for continuing education, provide means for such education to be made available to all clergy and lay professionals and develop means of accountability regarding compliance with their plan. In addition, each diocesan plan is to be submitted to the Standing Commission on Ministry Development with a view toward developing national standards. To this end, the Diocese of California has set up a Continuing Education Committee to fulfill this mandate. After meeting since August, we have developed a plan for our diocese and enclose it for your review. We have also provided answers to some frequently asked questions and a copy of the proposed reporting form.

Please read over these materials carefully and distribute them to the lay professionals of your congregation. If you have additional questions, they may be directed to the Committee in care of the Rev. Canon Michael Hansen. We plan to offer a workshop on Continuing Education at the Diocesan Ministry Day in May and at Clergy Conference in September.

Faithfully in Christ,

The Rt. Rev. William E. Swing

Bishop
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